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With all the changes from the social distancing and
quarantining, we have more frequent newsletters to
communicate updates to the parish.

Update from Mother Pippa

Drive In Service
We had our first drive in service on

Sunday, September 20, and it was

so great! I was delighted to see so

many familiar faces and the

weather could not have been more

perfect.

We had

47 join us for worship and

holy communion. We will

continue to try to improve

the service, so please feel

free to offer your

feedback and how

we might improve.

The plan is to con-

tinue offering drive

in service at 10

a.m. each Sunday

through the end of November. We are also planning

to have a drive in service

at 9 a.m. on Thanksgiv-

ing day. It seems very

likely that we will offer

drive in services into 

December, but I wanted

to have a set amount of
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Fall Fest Pie Sale is October 3!

Fall Fest Pie Pickup has been moved to Saturday,

October 3 between 3 - 5 p.m. The date was changed

to protect the freshness and quality of the pies.  

Musician Dean Richard will be playing outside from

2:30 to 5 p.m. for volunteers, including the Western

Lakes Fire Department and everyone driving in to

pick up a pie.

Wondering How You Can Help?
 We are looking for someone to coordinate a 

team of volunteers to greet people at their cars 

and then deliver pies to the cars. We will have a 

total of 75 pies to deliver and need 4 or 5 people 

on the team in addition to our Fire Department 

volunteers. If you are willing to coordinate, 

please contact Noelle Bryant-Nanz at 262-888-

2770 or at noellerbn@gmail.com. 

 Please consider a sponsorship gift to cover the 

cost of the expenses of making the pies. After 

expenses, all proceeds will go to our wonderful 

Western Lakes Fire District. 

 Please also order a pumpkin or apple pie. They 

are made by our very own experienced bakers!

Pies:  Apple & Pumpkin

Price:  $20 each

Limited supply, so pre-order now!

Pick-Up Pies:  Saturday, October 3, 

from 3 - 5 p.m. 

see Mother Pippa’s Updates, continued on page 4 see Fall Fest Pie Sale, continued on page 2



St. Mary’s Messenger 2 Special Edition:  September 30, 2020

St. Mary’s Weekly Events
Join us weekly for services online via Facebook or the Zoom app. You are welcome to attend any or all!

Sundays
8 a.m. Online Eucharist
Facebook Link: https://www.facebook.com/pg/St-Marys-Episcopal-Church-670614162955490/videos
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81457288135
YouTube Channel: (posted Sunday after 10 a.m.)  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMbnEfS48ycsuKBGzGmqsyw

9 a.m. Online Adult Formation using Shalom for the Heart
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81021226947?pwd=aE5sWElqRnFMYzVBelV4bzVXTk03dz09

10 a.m. Drive In Eucharist 
Tune in to 97.9 FM
North (Hwy. 67) Parking Lot

11:30 a.m. Online Coffee Hour
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81563748721?pwd=RXBWME5kdHNid2N3VEE4V0x1S2ZVUT09

Tuesdays
4 p.m. Contemplative Prayer 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87955779809

Wednesdays
9 a.m. Morning Prayer/Eucharist, followed by Book Study: Transforming Questions 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83112265477

6 p.m. “The Way of Love” monthly class - on 1st Wednesday of the month
Zoom Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88307653412?pwd=RFFubXdZMkM5N3ozUWpFTHZZano4UT09

Annual Blessing of the Animals

St. Francis’ feast day is October 4, and it falls on a

Sunday this year. Rather than gathering our pets 

together in-person, please hold yours up to the screen

during the Announcements on October 4 for the on-

line service, or bring them with you in your cars for

the 10 a.m. service. We’ll have a special blessing 

during the services for the animals that bring us such

joy and comfort. You are also

welcome to bring photos and/or

stuffed animals to the drive-in

service if you feel you and/or

your pet would prefer not to share

a car for an hour.

Phone Orders: Call Lynn at 262-965-3924, Monday

through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mail your pay-

ment to St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, PO Box 126,

Dousman, WI 53118 or drop it in the secure mailbox

outside the parish hall building. Credit card, cash or

check payments are accepted.

Online Orders: Go to stmarys-dousman.com and

order  through Vanco as follows: Go to Donate at the

top right-hand side of the web page. Type in Fall Fest

under Directed Donation and under comments, please

indicate the type and number of pies you would like

to order. Then pay for your order with your credit

card. Vanco is a secure site.

Fall Fest Pie Sale
continued from page 1
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Happy Birthdays to:
SEPTEMBER
03 – Kaitlyn Smith
12 – Vivian Hyland
12 - JR Faivre
15 – Max Wilson
21 – Tom Arndorfer
21 – Morgan Chapiewsky
21 – Marit Faivre
21 – Shirley Robertson
23 – Allen Arndorfer
24 – Pat Buckley
25 – Ally Noles
28 – Kim Smith
30 – Dave Riedel

OCTOBER
02 – Ruth Muller
02 – Janet Zellermayer
03 – Barb Lembach
03 – Tony Weber
08 – Jason Hedrick
08 – Julianna Hyland
08 – Bob Perkins
10 – Tony Menting
10 – Natalie Muller
14 – Micki Wagner
17 – Mike McCaigue
20 – Danica Weber
21 – Bernard Krauska
23 – Jeff Lawnicki
24 – Nicky Muehlbauer
26 – Nancy Weber
29 – Sandra Pritzlaff
29 – Michael Sterk
30 – Chuck Zellermayer
31 – Johanna Ball

Joys, Sorrows & Prayers for Healing
Prayers of Joy for:

♰ The birth of Thea 

(Teddy) Rose Leicht 

Eschweiler, born on 

September 8 to Drew 

Eschweiler and 

Andrea Leicht. She 

weighed 7 lbs. 7oz. 

and is Carl & Mary Alice Eschweiler’s second 

new grandbaby this summer!

♰ The birth of Vivian Larissa 

Hyland on September 12 to 

Megan Hyland. Vivian 

weighed 7 lbs. 9 oz and was 

20¼” long. Proud grandparents 

are Jason & Jessica Hyland. 

♰ The return of the Hyland 

family. We missed you 

and we are so glad to have you 

back!

♰ Mary McCarthy as she returns to work and  

prayers that she may continue to recover from 

her surgery.

Prayers of Healing for:

♰ Barb Riek as she recovers from surgery.

♰ Donna Schultz’ sister Trink and brother Mike.

♰ Scott Noles as he recovers from Covid-19.

Share Your St. Mary’s Memories 

Kathy Mitchell and Carol McConnell are collecting

as many parishioner stories as they can for our 

upcoming special book in celebration of St. Mary’s

150th anniversary. 

While it can be a bit over-

whelming to try to put St.

Mary’s memories to paper,

perhaps you can open a

page and write what first comes to mind. The words

might flow more easily than you imagine. You are

also welcome to call Kathy or Carol and verbally

share your memories. 

Please contact Carol at 262-965-4104 or cmc-

connell@wi.rr.com or Kathy at 262-378-0232 or

klmitchell301@gmail.com with any of your personal

memories or stories. 

We live by stories and we need to know yours!

MONTHLY ADULT FORMATION CLASS:
“The Way of Love”

Mark your calendars for our monthly adult education

class, beginning October 7 at 6 p.m. Presiding Bishop

Michael Curry is a proponent of the Way of Love, a

way of living our daily lives mindful of our Christian

call and faith. As it says on the Episcopal Church

website: “The Way of Love is a way of life. More

than a program or curriculum, it is an intentional

commitment to a set of practices. It’s a commitment

to follow Jesus: Turn, Learn, Pray, Worship, Bless,

Go, Rest.” While each class will build upon the previ-

ous classes, it is also very possible to join in even if

you’ve missed earlier classes. You will find the Zoom

link for this class on page 2 of this issue.
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time to try it out. If

you are interested in

volunteering to help

with parking, usher-

ing or reading, please

let Lynn know! 

Despite all the chal-

lenges, I am so proud

of the way St. Mary’s

is stepping up and

being creative in how we worship and hold fellowship

together.

In Case You Missed It - This is How it Works
As we looked towards our traditional Back to Church

Sunday, we were ready to get back to church – with a

twist. The Bishop is allowing drive in services, which

gives us many of the advantages of in person worship. 

St. Mary’s New Sunday Worship Schedule
8 a.m. Online Worship which you can watch later 

on Facebook or Zoom if 8 a.m. is too early for you. 

I know many people have enjoyed joining service

Sunday afternoon or even Monday during the day.

9 a.m. Zoom Adult Education. Carol McConnell

will lead the group in reading and discussing Shalom
from the Heart. This wonderful book focuses on Old

Testament stories and provokes interesting and pro-

voking discussions. 

10 a.m Drive-In Worship we will meet in our cars in

the North (Hwy 67) Parking Lot. Ushers will pass out

bulletins as you arrive and direct you to a parking

spot. You can then tune your radios to 97.9 FM to

hear Carrie’s wonderful prelude, as well as the rest 

of the service. I will be outside, but you all will be

sheltered from the elements in your cars. You can

sing with Carrie, follow along in the bulletin, and be

in fellowship with one another. At communion I’ll go

car to car with blessed wafers.

Drive-in church also allows for some increased flexi-

bility. Since you will be in an enclosed environment,

many of the restrictions about gathering together

won’t apply. No need to wear a mask, we’ll be able 

to see each other’s faces through the windshield! Do

you want to wear pajama bottoms and slippers? No

Mother Pippa’s Updates
continued from page 1

What Can I Do?

Lately I find myself feeling somewhat helpless. 

Unfortunately, I fear that many of you may find

yourselves feeling similarly. There is so much

that is out of our control, but it all affects us. Our

families, our businesses, our communities, our-

selves. The question is what can I do?

Let me start by stating the obvious. I can love

my neighbor. We may not always agree with 

our neighbor, but they are still one of God’s 

children. Just as I am. Janet has a plaque sitting

in the kitchen that reads “Lord, Keep your arm
around my shoulder and your hand over my
mouth…AMEN.” It sits on the counter in front 

of me where I eat my breakfast every morning. 

I always read it. Sometimes I have to read it 

several times. Sometimes it sinks in.

Do not live in fear. So much feels that it is out 

of our control but it’s not really. In Matthew

14.27 we read “Take heart, it is I: have no fear.”
It is not easy having faith in the midst of chaos

but fortunately we do have faith. And therefore,

we have no reason for fear. Again, I find myself

having to read it again and again.

We have been graced with a faith that can meet

any challenge and there is much we can do. I 

invite you to join me in exercising the two most

powerful gifts that we have been given.

Pray daily and vote (but just once)

Deacon Chuck

one will know! Do you want to bring coffee to drink

during the service and Kringle to snack on? Go for it!

Do you want to set your kids up with an iPad and

headphones? No worries! Join us Sundays at 10 a.m.

as we grab a little piece of normal out of this very

challenging year.

11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour, join us!  Or, you can

start watching the Packers pre-game.

Prayers and blessings,

Mother Pippa



Mark Your Calendars!
Only one more month before 

we fall back! Daylight Saving 

Time ENDS on Sunday, 

November 1. Set your clocks 

BACK one hour before going 

to bed on Halloween night!
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Outreach Update

Hi St. Mary’s friends!  It’s been a long time since we

have been together. Since we started drive-in worship

in September, our committee felt it would be a great

time to fill some needs in our

community. We have been 

in contact with Family

Promise, whose needs are

great as you can imagine. So,

beginning on September 20 and a few weeks ongoing

we will try to help them out. Their immediate needs

are simple. 

They need:

winter outerwear for children, sizes 2 - 14

 gas cards

 grocery cards

Walmart cards

 newborn diapers

 size 5 pull-ups for older children

 sanitary napkins, (not tampons)

 hair conditioner

 toilet bowl cleaner 

 Lysol wipes

 all-purpose cleaner, and, of course 

 cash (checks)
Checks can be made out directly to Family Promise or

St. Mary’s and we will write one check to them.

Someone from Outreach will have a small box for

cash, checks, and gift cards at each drive-in service

for Family Promise. We will also have the food

pantry barrel outside for donations to the Kettle

Moraine Food Pantry.  

If you have any questions you can contact Sally King.

sallykingj@gmail.com

Thank you in advance for helping others in need.  

Stewardship Program Begins Now!

Our annual Stewardship program begins on Septem-

ber 27 and will conclude with our Pledge Sunday on

October 25. 

As with so many things this year,

the logistics are slightly different,

to accommodate our current need

for social distancing. 

While more information will be coming soon, here

are some of the highlights. 

 Sundays will include parishioner reflections on 

stewardship, as well as articles from the Episcopal 

Church’s stewardship program. Our theme this 

year is “Faith-filled Generosity.”

 The week of September 28 a packet will be sent to 

each household including:

A letter from the rector

A pledge card

A return envelope

 On Sunday, October 25 we will have a box 

available for people to return their pledge cards, 

following the drive-in service. You are also 

welcome to mail your pledge cards to the office. 

Pledging is a sacred act of faith, a prayerful response

that is between the giver and God. Of course, the min-

istry of the church is not possible without your

pledge. Equally true is the fact that people are not al-

ways in a financial place to give. As always, there

will be a place to mark on the pledge card if that is the

case for you this year. 

Please mail or turn in your pledge card whether you

are able to give 50%, 10%, 1% or 0% of your income.

It helps us budget for the coming year and will also

save you from getting a follow up call from the 

Stewardship Team.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to talk

to or contact Carl Eschweiler at 414-217-6564 or

mudlake2@aol.com or Mother Pippa at 262-965-3924

or motherpippa@milwpc.com.
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Adopt-A-Highway 

Our last highway cleanup for the year will be 

Saturday, October 17 at 9 a.m.  Clean-up normally

takes 1.5 to 2 hours. We will meet and park along the

road south of where the old Park-N-Ride lot was 

located near the Summit Hospital at 67 & DR.  

We’ll be responsible for

cleanup starting on Hwy DR

from Hwy 67 to Sawyer

Road. Please bring a pair of

work gloves and mask with you, we’ll supply the

garbage bags and safety vests. It is a wonderful way

to serve our community and keep our beautiful Wis-

consin countryside looking lovely and trash-free. 

If you have questions or to sign up, please contact

Jim Lemerand at 262-337-1194 or

jimlemerand@gmail.com

Virtual Diocesan Convention

The 173rd Annual Convention of the

Episcopal Diocese of Milwaukee

will take place on Saturday, October

3, beginning at 10 a.m. Due to the

COVID-19 pandemic, the conven-

tion will be held virtually, and 

delegates have been trained on how to vote. 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will be sharing an

address with us, and we will be sharing a video to

honor Bishop Miller’s retirement.

Deputies in the Lay Order and in the Clergy Order are

invited to register to attend (the link to register is

below). Deputies must have their own laptop or desk-

top computer with reliable internet access. Only

clergy who are canonically-resident in the Episcopal

Diocese of Milwaukee are eligible to attend as cleri-

cal deputies. The convention will be live-streamed 

so that all members of the diocese may view the 

proceedings. 

For more information, please visit:

https://www.diomil.org/about/diocesan-convention/

St. Mary’s at The Gathering

The Gathering is continuing to

serve meals, albeit in a revised

format by putting together sack

lunches and setting them out for

people. Gathering volunteer 

leaders will be onsite to coordi-

nate activities and provide infor-

mation, support, and direction.   

St. Mary’s next scheduled date to volunteer at The

Gathering is Saturday, October 10, 2020, from 

10 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.

The Gathering is located at: 

Our Next Generation Neighborhood Center

421 W. Lisbon Avenue

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

If  you have questions or want to sign up to go along,

please contact Jim Lemerand at 262-337-1194 or 

jimlemerand@gmail.com

Needed: Your Family Photo! 

For our 150th Anniversary we thought we’d update

the photo directory, and we need your help! 

Please find a current photo of your

family, or take one with your

phone, and send it to Lynn at:

stmarys@milwpc.com. The plan is

to have the new directory printed

this fall, so please try to get your photos in sooner

rather than later!
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A Word To 
The Church

The following is a Word to the
Church from Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry, and is also the text 
of his sermon at The Episcopal
Church House of Bishops, which 
met virtually September 16, 2020.

What Did Jesus Do?

And now in the name of our loving, liberating and life-

giving God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Amen.

This November, the people of the United States will elect 

a president and many others to public office. This election

occurs in a time of global pandemic, a time when there is

hardship, sickness, suffering and death. But this election

also occurs in a time of great divisions. Divisions that are

deep, dangerous, and potentially injurious to democracy.

So what is the role of the church in the context of an elec-

tion being held in a time such as this? What is our role as

individual followers of Jesus Christ committed to his way

of love in such a time as this?

Allow me to offer a text from the Acts of the Apostles.

The introduction to the Acts from the first chapter. Luke

writes, “In the first book,” referring to the Gospel of Luke:

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus

did and taught from the beginning until the day when he

was taken up into heaven. 

“In the first book . . . I wrote about all that Jesus did and

taught.” All that he did, all that he taught.

In a powerful sermon preached at the July meeting of the

House of Bishops, Bishop Scott Hayashi of Utah said

something that might be helpful to us. He made mention 

of the little acronym, what would Jesus . . . WWJD, What

Would Jesus Do? And he said that can be a helpful way 

of discerning what we might be being called to do at any

given time. But he offered another alternative. He said,

“What would happen if we began to ask the question, not

what would Jesus do, but what did Jesus do? What did he

do? What did he teach? What do Matthew, Mark, Luke

and John tell us that Jesus did and taught?” I want to 

suggest that addressing that question, “What did Jesus

do?” and summoning the Spirit to help us apply it to our

lives and to our times may mean the difference between

the church simply being another religious institution that

exists for its own sake and the church being a Jesus move-

ment that courageously follows the way of Jesus and his

love, not for its sake, but for the sake of the world that

Christ gave his life for and rose from the dead in.

As you know, The Episcopal Church does not endorse,

support, or oppose political candidates for elective office.

And there is good reason for that. First, in the United

States, tax exempt, religious, and charitable organizations

are by law prohibited from such endorsement, support, or

opposition to candidates. This does not prohibit churches

from engaging in voter education, voter registration, help-

ing people get to the polls to vote, or even advocating for

issues of public policy reflective of the tenants of our faith.

And every citizen, including those of us who are members

of the church have our rights and responsibilities as well.

Secondly, there are good and faithful followers of Jesus

Christ who are Episcopalian. Some are Republican, some

are Democrat, some are independents, some liberal, some

centrist, some conservative. And just as we must respect

the right of every citizen to cast his or her own vote 

according to the dictates of their conscience, so we must

do so in the church, the body of Jesus Christ. And that is

how it should be. The Bible says we have one Lord, one

faith, one baptism, not one political party. But it’s impor-

tant to remember that partisan neutrality does not mean

moral neutrality. Partisan neutrality, bidden to us by

human civil law does not mean moral neutrality, because

we are bidden to obey the royal law of almighty God. And

this may be where our text helps us.

“In the first book Theophilus, I wrote all that Jesus did 

and taught from the beginning until he was taken up into

heaven.” When Luke says, “The first book,” he’s referring

to the Gospel, but notice what he does so skillfully. 

Ancient tradition says that Luke was a physician. And we

know that this Luke was the author of both the Gospel and

the Acts of the Apostles and tradition says he was a physi-

cian. You can see elements of that throughout both books.

But in this text, Luke the physician sounds more like Luke

the lawyer. In this text, Luke is suggesting that the Jesus

we see in the Gospel, what he did and what he taught, is

precedent. It is the precedent for how those who would fol-

low him will act and live in their days and in their times.

Just as precedents are critical to the law, the precedent of

Jesus is critical to the life of those who would follow him

in the first century or in the 21st century.

When Jesus says that the entire law and will of God is

summed up in the words, “You shall love the Lord, your

God, with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love

your neighbor as yourself,” that's precedent. When Jesus

told the parable of the Good Samaritan about somebody,

who as that old song says, “If I can help somebody along

see “What Did Jesus Do?,” continued on page 8

by The Right Reverend 
Michael B. Curry
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the way, then my living will not be in vain.” When he tells

the parable of the Good Samaritan, of somebody who

helps somebody else even though they were a different 

religious tradition, even though they were of a different

ethnic group, even though they may have differed in their

politics, differed in their worldview, differed in virtually

everything except the fact that they inhale oxygen and 

exhale carbon dioxide. Even with all of those differences

he helped him because that person, that man was a human

child of God created in the image of God. Jesus says,

“Now, who was neighbor to the man?” This is what loving

your neighbor looks like. And then Jesus says, “Go and do

likewise.” That’s precedent.

When, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “blessed

are the poor and the poor in spirit”; “blessed are those who

are compassionate and merciful”; “blessed are the peace-

makers”; “blessed are those who hunger and thirst and

labor for God’s righteous justice to be done on the earth

for all”; “do unto others, as you would have them do unto

you”; “love your enemies, bless those who curse you, pray

for those who despitefully use you”; my sisters, my broth-

ers, my siblings, that is the precedent for what it means to

follow in the way of Jesus in the first century or the 21st

century.

Saint Paul heard and knew these teachings of Jesus. And

he summarized their meaning. Do not be overcome by 

evil but overcome evil with good. Henry David Thoreau, 

Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King, all spoke of this 

as the nonviolent way of love.

The task of the church in the first century or 21st century is

to live by the precedent, to bear witness to the precedent

and lift up the values of the precedent of Jesus in our time.

Because as the book of Hebrews says, “Jesus Christ is the

same yesterday, today and forever.” What would Jesus do?

So what can we do? Well, we can vote as individuals. We

can vote, and we can help others to register and to get to

the polls and cast their vote. We can encourage others to

vote as their conscience leads them. And I know someone

is probably thinking, that’s true but what does that have to

do with Jesus Christ?

What does voting have to do with the Gospel? What does

voting have to do with being a Christian? An election for

public office is not a popularity contest between two or

more people. It’s a contest of ideas about how to shape the

future of a community, nation and maybe even a world.

It’s a contest, a debate, a discernment of moral values and

their relationship to public policy. Voting is an act of

moral agency. It is an act of moral discernment and deci-

sion. It is how a community or a nation decides how the

moral values that it holds and shares shape public policy

and the lives of people. The children of God. It is salutary

to remember that partisan neutrality does not mean moral

neutrality.

The vote is so sacred and important for all people, regard-

less of your religious tradition or your politics or your 

nationality. The vote, as an act of moral humanity, is so

important that people have given their lives for it.  If you

don’t believe Michael Curry, ask the people of Belarus

right now. Ask the American martyrs who sacrificed, gave

their lives, gave that last full measure of devotion so that

people might have the right to vote. Ask Michael Schw-

erner, ask James Chaney, ask Andrew Goodman in Missis-

sippi, ask the martyrs of Selma, of Viola Liuzzo, Jimmie

Lee Jackson, Jonathan Daniels.

America’s soldiers have fought to defend freedom. Many

of them have given their lives. And many of them live with

wounds and the scars of war. And one of the freedoms

they defended was the freedom, the right, and the responsi-

bility of the vote.

John Lewis in his last published writing before his death

said, and I quote, “The vote is the most powerful nonvio-

lent change agent that you have in a democratic society,”

end quote. There actually is in the New Testament an 

example of this model of living for followers of Jesus.

You’ll find it in the writings of St. Paul in the 12th, 13th,

and 14th chapters of Romans. I don’t mean to suggest that

Paul voted, he didn’t. He was a Roman citizen, but he

lived not in the time of the Roman Republic, but in the

time of the Roman Empire. But Paul in Romans 13 specifi-

cally identified the teachings of Jesus with how he would

live his life in both civil society and in Christian commu-

nity.

In the 13th chapter of Romans, he speaks about the role 

of government. And then he quickly shifts from speaking

about the role of government to the role of the citizen. 

And then the role of the Christian, who is a disciple in the 

empire. He says, “You have to pay taxes to whom taxes

are due, and an honor to whom honor is due.” And then 

he says, “But owe no one anything except to love one 

another. For the one who loves another has fulfilled the

law.” The commandments, you shall not murder; you shall

not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not

covet; and in any other commandment, are summed up in

this word, love your neighbor as yourself. Love does no

wrong to a neighbor, therefore love is the fulfilling of the

law.

Partisan neutrality is not the same as moral neutrality. It

was not in the first century and it is not today. The royal

What Did Jesus Do?
continued from page 7

see “What Did Jesus Do?,” continued on page 9
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law of love is the fulfillment of the law and the will of

God. It is the ultimate standard, norm and guide for 

following the way of Jesus in any society, in any time.

With grace to aid and conscience to guide, each of us must

discern and decide what love of neighbor looks like in our

lives, in our actions, in our personal relationships and in

our social and public witness. What did Jesus do?

The vote is vitally important, but it’s not enough. The

wounds and the divisions in American society are so deep

that even an election by itself cannot heal them. The mur-

der of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and so many others

has exposed the death-dealing depth of racism and white

supremacy deeply embedded in the soil and in the soul of

America. We can’t go on like this.

Just this past weekend, two deputy sheriffs in Compton,

California were deliberately shot as they sat on duty in

their car. And then a group of people tried to block the 

entrance to the hospital where they were being taken,

shouting, “Let them die.” Those two sheriffs are children

of God. George Floyd, and Breonna Taylor are children 

of God. We cannot go on this way.

In 1858, as divisions in this nation over slavery, born of

racism, would lead to a civil war, Abraham Lincoln gave a

speech warning the nation quoting the words of the Lord

Jesus Christ, who said, “A house divided against itself,

cannot stand.” I am not suggesting that we are on the verge

of a civil war, but we must not underestimate the danger of

the divisions that we are in. These divisions are dangerous,

injurious to democracy itself. We must, and I believe we

can, find a better way.

I am a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, because I believe

he has shown us that better way. I believe that the way of

unselfish sacrificial love can show us the way of repen-

tance, the way to repair the breach. The way of reconcilia-

tion that ultimately can lead us to the beloved community,

but it’s not easy. And this is long distance work. There are

no quick fixes because the wounds are so deep, but we

need not feel enslaved by fate. We are not people of fate.

We are people of faith in the God who raised Jesus from

the dead. Nothing can defeat God or stop God’s cause of

love. The way will not be easy, but we can do this.

I’ve included some links to resources that may be helpful

to you: 

• One is an online curriculum titled, “Make Me an 

Instrument of Peace: A Guide to Civil Discourse,” 

prepared by our Office of Government Relations.

• Another is titled, “Learn, Pray, Act: Resources for 

Responding to Racist Violence,” curated by our staff 

for racial reconciliation and justice and the Office of 

Government Relations.

• Another contains Resources from the Center for 

Racial Healing and the Diocese of Atlanta

• And another contains resources titled, “With Malice 

Toward None,” an ecumenical nonpartisan program 

designed for churches and faith communities and 

groups of all kinds to provide a way of understanding 

and healing for those on any side of the political 

spectrum, both before and after the November 

elections.

On March 10th, 2016, then presidential candidate Donald

Trump spoke at a campaign rally in Fayetteville, North

Carolina. The rally was disrupted by protestors, which

happened around the country to both Trump and Clinton

campaigns. Eventually law enforcement officials led the

protesters out. As they did a 79-year-old Trump supporter

named John McGraw, who is white, jumped out from the

crowd and punched Rakeem Jones, one of the protesters

who is black. Punched him in the face. Afterward McGraw

said, and I quote, “He deserved it. The next time we see

him, we might have to kill him. We don’t know who he is.

He might be with a terrorist organization,” end quote.

McGraw was arrested and charged with assault. Months

later, the two men met again, this time in court. McGraw

pleaded no contest, apologized and was sentenced to 12

months’ probation. Afterward, the two men faced each

other and shook hands. McGraw said, and I quote, “If I

met you in the street and the same thing occurred, I would

have said, ‘Go home. One of us will get hurt. That’s what I

would have said. But we are caught up in a political mess

today, you and me, we’ve got to heal our country.’” Some-

time after that, at the request of Rakeem Jones, John Mc-

Graw and Rakeem Jones went out and ate lunch together.

There is the sign of hope. They went to lunch together.

There’s an old spiritual created and sung by slaves of 

antebellum America that said,

I’m going to come to the welcoming table one of these days. 
I’m going to eat at the welcoming table one of these days. 
I’m going to drink milk and honey at the welcoming table 

one of these days. 
I’m going to cross the River Jordan one of these days. 
I’m going to eat. 
We’re going to eat at the welcoming table one of these days. 

We can, we will, we must learn to eat at that welcoming

table. Jesus has shown us the way, it is the way of 

unselfish, sacrificial love. And that way can make room

for us all.

So walk together, children. Don’t you get weary because

there’s a great camp meeting in the promised land. Amen.

What Did Jesus Do?
continued from page 8
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Sacred Places as Safe Places

A message from the Presiding Bishop

[September 25, 2020]  

Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Michael Curry

has issued the following statement:

The events in Louisville remind us of the need for

safe spaces in times of conflict. Churches, syna-

gogues, and mosques are houses of prayer, worship,

and faith. Sacred spaces are safe places where the

way of love and nonviolence, the way of peace, the

way of justice, and the way of reconciliation can be

affirmed and practiced. In deeply conflicted situa-

tions, these spaces can play a vital role in preventing

escalation into upward spirals of violence. Respecting

these spaces as safe places demonstrates a commit-

ment to finding nonviolent solutions. This can help to

broker peace and change that can move a community

forward, in the direction of genuine justice and 

eventual reconciliation.

We must ever remember Breonna Taylor, and 

continue to pray for her family, loved ones, and all

the people of the Louisville community. We must

likewise pray for America, that our divisions may

cease and that we will work together to be a nation

where there is liberty and justice for all. Lastly, may

we all commit ourselves anew to the living the words

of the prophet Micah who said, “what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice, love mercy and walk
humbly with your God.”

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry

Presiding Bishop and Primate

The Episcopal Church

DIOCESAN OFFERING:
Individual and Community Wellness

As we face a church season without the fellowship

and spiritual comfort of each other in a physical 

setting, we need to reach out and find our comfort in

different ways. St. Paul’s, Watertown and St. Mark’s,

Beaver Dam invite you to take part in their fall for-

mation program, which is designed to help meet the

challenge ahead.

Join us on Tuesday evenings starting September 20th

at 7 p.m. Our combined communities will be looking

at scripturally based ways to prepare us for a different

and challenging fall and winter! St. Paul’s in Water-

town has joined forces with St. Mark’s Church in

Beaver Dam, and Rev. Scott Stoner of the Living

Compass program, to provide a holistic approach to

wellness using the Living Compass program blended

with the Rule of St. Benedict to help us through these

times.

Sign up for the series by joining the Facebook Group

in the link that follows or email Deacon Bill Dunlop.

Facebook Group:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/721635082027252

Deacon Bill’s Email:

revbill.saint413paul@gmail.com
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Regathering Risk Assessment

Way Forward Taskforce

Episcopal Diocese Of Milwaukee

To find the latest version of the chart above, go to: 

https://www.diomil.org/resources/covid-19-prevention-and-preparedness/

then click on Regathering Risk Assessment Dashboard, choose WAUKESHA County if

another county is shown.
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