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St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, Dousman, Wisconsin

LATEST UPDATE from St. Mary’s during the
Covid-19 Pandemic (Coronavirus)
With all the changes from the social distancing and
quarantining, we will have a more frequent newsletter
to communicate updates to the parish.

Update from Mother Pippa
St. Mary’s people are staying busy!
If you haven’t already, please join
us for these great opportunities.
Links for each of these events
are on page 2.

Adult Education NEW
!
Sundays at 9 a.m.
Have you missed Sunday School? Or would you like
to join us? Each week a different facilitator will be
helping us to read and reflect on the Bible readings
for Sunday. These are also called the Sunday Propers
discuss the readings, their history and context, as well
as how they relate to your life. All are welcome.

Sunday Evening Prayer Service NE
W!
Sundays at 5 p.m.
Several people have requested an opportunity to worship together as the St. Mary’s community, so starting
this week we will offer a Sunday Worship Service at
5 p.m. We will use the form for Daily Devotions
found in the Book of Common Prayer, and the reading
will be from Sunday’s Gospel. There will be a hymn,
time for prayers, as well as a sermon. While we enjoy
the Sunday worship with the larger Diocese, this will
be an opportunity for the people of St. Mary’s to
worship together.

Contemplative Prayer
Tuesdays at 4 p.m.
Contemplative prayer is an old tradition, a way of
finding the “still, quiet” voice within. Some choose to
focus on a single word, others try to clear their mind
entirely, while still others watch their thoughts drift
through their minds. We begin with a short reflection
and then move into 20 minutes of silence.

Wednesday Worship & Book Study
Join us Wednesdays at 9 a.m. for Morning Prayer
followed by a Book Study Group at 9:30 a.m. You
are welcome to come to either or both.
During our Study Group we will be using the
Transforming Questions curriculum, put out by
Foreword Movement. Many Christians and seekers
operate under an assumption that doubt is the
opposite of faith. Sometimes we hear people say
that to have faith means accepting things without
questioning them. Others say that you can’t be a
“good Christian” if you have a lot of doubt. Nothing
could be further from the truth. Questions are an
essential part of faith.
Above all, Transforming Questions helps to build
community among those who are seekers and those
who are members, those who are old and those who
are young, those who are questioning for the first time
and those who are questioning for the thousandth
time. Together they will find that wherever they come
from, they share the same questions; together they
See Update from Mother Pippa on page 3

St. Mary’s Weekly Events
Join us weekly for services online via the Zoom app.
Please attend any or all of the following.

Day

Time

Event

Clickable Link

Meeting ID

Adult Education
Bible Study

https://zoom.us/j/896114375

896-114-375

Coffee Hour

https://zoom.us/j/262431436

262-431-436

Evening Prayer
& Sermon

https://zoom.us/j/91708439212

917-0843-9212

Sunday

9:00 a.m.

Sunday

11:00 a.m.

Sunday

5:00 p.m.

Tuesday

4:00 p.m.

Contemplative
Prayer

https://zoom.us/j/686442757

686-442-757

Wednesday

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Morning Prayer
followed by Book Study

https://zoom.us/j/708675077

708-675-077

Noon

Saint of the Day
Themed Worship

https://zoom.us/j/556187329

556-187-329

!
NEW

!

Thursday

NEW

Zoom Call In Directions

Diocesan Worship Service
Sunday, April 26, at 10 a.m.

To join a meeting, click the zoom link listed below the
meeting. Most computers will provide audio as well as
video. If you cannot hear the audio using the zoom link,
call the phone number listed below and enter in the Meeting ID. You will then be able to hear and be heard in the
meeting.

Youtube
https://youtu.be/0kNxXI6OTKg
OR
Facebook Live
https://www.facebook.com/DioceseOfMilwaukee/

1. Call (312) 626-6799
2. You will be asked for your Meeting ID.
Enter the Meeting ID, followed by #
3. You will be asked for your Participant ID.
Simply enter #
4. You should be in the meeting
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Joys, Sorrows and Prayers for Healing

Happy April Birthday to:

🕇 Joys for technology and the ability to stay
connected.

04 – Maggie Metzer
06 – Jacob Ricciardi
07 – Richard Lembach
08 – Bill Saeger
09 – Molly Mulroy
10 – Jennifer Metzer
16 – Carl Eshweiler
17 – Matthew Schroeder
18 – Tin Eng
19 – Mary Alice Eschweiler
19 – Cheri McCaigue
20 – Jack Hedrick

🕇 Joys for the people of St. Mary’s – you are
amazing!
🕇 Joys for the ways people are stepping up to help
one another.
🕇 Joys for those Christians who are sharing their
faith with crosses, lawn signs and lights.
🕇 Sorrows for those unemployed because of the
pandemic.

21 – John McConnell
22 – Beverly Ott
24 – Stephen Agne
24 – Trey Arndorfer
24 – Andrew Hall
25 – Pat Godfrey
26 – Anne Tremel
26 – Joe Zember
27 – Lynn Kallas
27 – Lucas Klocke
28 – Elmer Gandt

🕇 Sorrows for the families of Claudine Gandt,
June (Lynn’s mother), Beverly Seedfeldt (Liz
Riedel’s mother), Marcy (Sally King’s mother),
and Alice Armstrong (Shawn Armstrong’s
mother) as they grieve the deaths of their loved
ones.
🕇 Prayers for all who are working in health care,
grocery stores, gas stations, and other places
where they are interacting with large numbers of
people.

Update from Mother Pippa
continued from page 1

If you would like to submit your own Joys, Sorrows
or Prayers, please send them to Kathy Mitchell at
klmitchell301@gmail.com

will discover, not easy answers, but the still, small
voice of God, speaking in their very midst.

Midweek Service
Thursdays at noon

Adopt-A-Highway Date Planned

The Episcopal book of saints is called Great Cloud
of Witnesses, and commemorates one saint each day.
Our midweek service looks a lot like a normal Sunday
service, with hymns, readings, prayers and a sermon,
though of course there is no Holy Communion. The
readings will be the ones designated for that saint, and
we will learn a bit more about the many people who
have followed Jesus and how their example can guide
our lives.

We are still planning to
do our highway clean
up on Saturday, May 9
at 9 a.m. Please come
with masks (if you
don’t have one, please
let Mother Pippa
know) and stay at least
six feet away from
people from other households.

I hope to “see” you at many of these events!
Prayers and blessings,
Mother Pippa

Please let Jim Lemerand know if you are planning to
come at jimlemerand@gmail.com
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Message from Bishop Miller on the updated status of public worship
To the Clergy and People of the Diocese of Milwaukee
Dear Friends in Christ,
Grace to you and peace in this week as we rejoice in Jesus’ resurrection. Easter week reminds us that God
will make us more than conquerors through his deathless love. While our Easter celebrations are different,
what remains the same is God’s love, grace, and victory given to us in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit.
I write you again today as your bishop, chief pastor and canonical overseer as promised. The purpose of
this letter is to inform you of my decision to extend the pastoral direction that Clergy and Churches of the
Diocese of Milwaukee suspend public worship until at least May 31. I will continue to assess this situation
in light of developments and prepare to give directions for the future. It might be necessary to extend this
directive even longer. This directive applies to all our congregations, clergy and licensed lay ministers.
I have already begun thinking about what safeguards will need to be in place when we do resume public
worship. In the days ahead, I will be working together with staff, the Standing Committee, and the Executive Council to establish clear and comprehensive guidelines for our return to public worship when that is
both possible and permitted.
I continue to spend my days in Zoom conferences, webinars, and phone calls. It is a very different way to
do ministry. I am sure this is true for the majority of our clergy as well. I have never been as busy since
when I began my ministry as your bishop 17 years ago. In the midst of it all, I am sustained by your God’s
grace and your prayers. The joy of seeing some of you at Zoom coffee hours has been a joy for Cindy and
me. We look forward to seeing you in this way until we can be together again.
Please know of my ongoing prayers for you all as this pandemic continues to unfold. If you would like me
to pray for friends and loved ones who are working on the front lines of this pandemic, please send their
names to me at bishop11@diomil.org and I will add their name to my list. I ask you to pray for me as I
seek to minister faithfully at this time. Pray for all our clergy and people.
Grace to you and peace.
+Steven
The Rt. Rev. Steven Andrew Miller
Bishop
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Prayer matters. It’s not magic, but it makes a
difference. There’s a prayer in the prayer book that
I thought you might like. It’s a prayer for in times
of sickness, for use by the sick person, but maybe it’s
a prayer that can apply to us all.

Habits of Grace
An invitation for you, from Presiding Bishop Curry
As we learn how to adjust our lives given the reality
of the coronavirus and the request to do our part to
slow its spread by practicing social distancing, I
invite you to join me each week to take a moment to
cultivate a “habit of grace.” A new meditation will be
posted on Mondays through May.

This is another day, O Lord. I know not what it will
bring forth, but make me ready, Lord, for whatever
shall be. If I am to stand up, help me to stand
bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit quietly.
If I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. If I am
to do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these
words more than words and give me the spirit of
Jesus.

God Hears Our Prayers
April 20, 2020
The late professor Walter Wink, in one of his books,
says that “History belongs to the intercessors who
believe and pray a new future
into being.” None of us know
the mystery of prayer and
how it works. I don’t know
the intricacies of prayer’s
mysteries. What I do know
and believe, is that prayer
makes a difference. It’s not
a magic foot. It’s not a way
to... It’s not a form of wish
fulfillment, but it is a way
of bringing our deepest needs
and concerns and our very
life into our consciousness
and into the very presence of
God.

Prayer
matters.
It’s not
magic,
but it
makes a
difference.

What a friend we have in Jesus. All our sins and
griefs to bear. What a privilege to carry, everything to
God in prayer. God love you. God bless you and may
God hold you and this whole world, the entire human
family and the whole of creation in those almighty
hands of love.

There’s an interesting story
in the eighth chapter of the
Book of Revelation, just a
few of the verses, where you have this swirling of
events happening in history and a world in chaos and
the text says, “There was silence in heaven for half
an hour.” Walter Wink and others looking at that say
that in its highly symbolic language, the Book of
Revelation may be trying to tell us that even in the
midst of all the chaos of the world, the prayers of
God’s people actually make a difference. Because
if you look at that small section of the first few
chapters of chapter eight in Revelation, during that
silence of heaven, it says that the prayers of the
saints are mingled with the incense before the throne
of God and that those prayers are taken right to God.
God hears our prayers. God responds in God’s way
and we respond.
St. Mary’s Messenger
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How the Virus Stole Easter
By Kristi Bothur
With a nod to Dr. Seuss

’Twas late in ‘19 when the virus began

But the sound wasn’t depressed.
Why, this sound was triumphant!
It couldn’t be so!
But it grew with abundance!

Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.
People were sick, hospitals full,
Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.

The world stared around, popping its eyes.
Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise!
Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small,
Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all!

As winter gave way to the promise of spring,
The virus raged on, touching peasant and king.
People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen.
They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and
cleaned.

It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine
Stood puzzling and puzzling.
“Just how can it be?”
“It came without bonnets, it came without bunnies,
It came without egg hunts, cantatas, or money.”
Then the world thought of something it hadn’t before.
“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come from a store.
Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.”

April approached and churches were closed.
“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed.
“There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out.
No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.”
Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.
The world was focused on masks and on tests.
“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed.
“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.”

And what happened then?
Well…the story’s not done.
What will YOU do?
Will you share with that one
Or two or more people needing hope in this night?
Will you share the source of your life in this fight?

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, the days came and went.
The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.
The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed.
The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.

The churches are empty - but so is the tomb,
And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom.
So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,
As the virus still rages all around, everywhere.

“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling.
“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming.
“They’re just waking up! We know just what they’ll do!
Their mouths will hang open a minute or two,
And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo.

May the world see hope when it looks at God’s people.
May the world see the church is not a building or steeple.
May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection,
May the world find Joy in a time of dejection.

“That noise,” said the world, “will be something to hear.”
So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.
And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies.
It started down low, then it started to rise.
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 When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation

How Children Perceive
Their Grandparents

cabin, we kept the lights off until we were inside to
keep from attracting pesky insects. Still, a few fireflies
followed us in. Noticing them before I did, Billy
whispered, “It’s no use Grandpa. Now the mosquitoes
are coming after us with flashlights.”

 I was in the bathroom, putting on my makeup, under
the watchful eyes of my young granddaughter, as I’d
done many times before. After I applied my lipstick
and started to leave, the little one said, “But Grandma,
you forgot to kiss the toilet paper good-bye!” I will
probably never put lipstick on again without thinking
about kissing the toilet paper good-bye....

 When my grandson asked me how old I was, I
teasingly replied, “I’m not sure.” “Look in your
underwear, Grandpa,” he advised “Mine says I’m
4 to 6.” (WOW! I really like this one -- it says I’m
only “38!”)

 My young grandson called the other day to wish me

 A second grader came home from school and said to

Happy Birthday. He asked me how old I was, and I
told him, 72. My grandson was quiet for a moment,
and then he asked, “Did you start at 1?”

her grandmother, “Grandma, guess what? We learned
how to make babies today.” The grandmother, more
than a little surprised, tried to keep her cool. “That’s
interesting.” she said. “How do you make babies?”
“It’s simple,” replied the girl. “You just change ‘y’ to
‘i’ and add ‘es.’”

 After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother
changed into old slacks and a droopy blouse and
proceeded to wash her hair. As she heard the children
getting more and more rambunctious, her patience
grew thin. Finally, she threw a towel around her head
and stormed into their room, putting them back to bed
with stern warnings. As she left the room, she heard
the three-year-old say with a trembling voice, “Who
was THAT?”

 Children’s Logic: “Give me a sentence about a public
servant,” said a teacher. The small boy wrote: “The
fireman came down the ladder pregnant.” The teacher
took the lad aside to correct him. “Don’t you know
what pregnant means?” she asked. “Sure,” said the
young boy confidently. ‘It means carrying a child.”

 A grandmother was telling her little granddaughter

 A grandfather was delivering his grandchildren to

what her own childhood was like. “We used to skate
outside on a pond. I had a swing made from a tire; it
hung from a tree in our front yard. We rode our pony.
We picked wild raspberries in the woods.” The little
girl was wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said,
“I sure wish I’d gotten to know you sooner!”

their home one day when a fire truck zoomed past.
Sitting in the front seat of the fire truck was a
Dalmatian dog. The children started discussing the
dog’s duties. “They use him to keep crowds back,”
said one child. “No,” said another. “He’s just for good
luck.” A third child brought the argument to a close.
“They use the dogs,” she said firmly, “to find the fire
hydrants.”

 My grandson was visiting one day when he asked,
“Grandma, do you know how you and God are alike?”
I mentally polished my halo and I said, “No, how are
we alike?’’ “You’re both old,” he replied.

 A 6-year-old was asked where his grandma lived.
“Oh,” he said, “she lives at the airport, and whenever
we want her, we just go get her. Then, when we’re
done having her visit, we take her back to the airport.”

 A little girl was diligently pounding away on her
grandfather’s word processor. She told him she was
writing a story. “What’s it about?” he asked. “I don’t
know,” she replied. “I can’t read.”

 Grandpa is the smartest man on earth! He teaches me
good things, but I don’t get to see him enough to get
as smart as him!

 I didn’t know if my granddaughter had learned her
colors yet, so I decided to test her. I would point out
something and ask what color it was. She would tell
me and was always correct. It was fun for me, so I
continued. At last, she headed for the door, saying,
“Grandma, I really think you should try to figure out
some of these colors yourself!”
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hear gas leaks and they blame their dog.
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Just For Kids!
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Just For Kids!
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Crossword Puzzle Anyone?
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How About a Word Search?
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